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New This Year
The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission passed nearly 150 new 
regulations or changes to established regulations at its May 2024 
meeting. The following are many of the changes that will most affect 
hunters in 2024-25. Changes that affect the 2024-25 waterfowl 
season will be included in the AGFC’s 2024-25 Waterfowl Guidebook.

	 Non-semiautomatic centerfire firearms (including handguns with barrels 4 
inches or longer) that fire a straight-wall cartridge .30 caliber or larger and 
large bore air rifles (Page 50) are now allowed during alternative firearms 
seasons (formerly termed muzzleloader season). Lever-action rifles, single-
shot rifles, pump-action rifles and bolt-action rifles (including semiautomatic 
rifles that have been converted to bolt-action) are allowed. Note that 
shotguns with slugs are not allowed during alternative firearms season. 

	 In Deer Zones 4 and 5, non-semiautomatic rifles chambered specifically 
for straight-wall centerfire cartridge cases that fire .30 caliber or 
larger are now allowed during modern gun deer season.

	 Early buck archery hunt is established for the first Saturday-Monday in 
September (Sept. 7-9, 2024), on private land and on AGFC-owned or leased 
land WMAs (Page 68). Limit during early archery season is one buck.

   Residents must have possession of a valid Private Land Alligator Tag, Private 
Land Elk Tag, Resident Bear or Turkey Tag when hunting these species.

	 Nonresidents may hunt deer with dogs on private and public land where it is allowed 
only during the final nine days of the regular modern gun deer season (not including 
Dec. 26-28). Nonresidents may take only one deer per year with the use of deer dogs.

	 The archery quota for Bear Zone 1 has been increased to 450 bears.

	 Taking a radio-collared bear is illegal.

	 The quota for alligators has been increased to 67 in Zone 1 and to 89 in Zone 3.

	 Tree hooks with screw threads not greater than three-eights-inch in diameter are 
allowed on AGFC-owned WMAs.

	 Trail cameras on WMAs must have the owner’s name and address or CID 
visible and permanently affixed via paint, tag or permanent marker.

	 Portable hunting blinds, stands or associated equipment on WMAs must be 
moved at least 200 yards after 14 consecutive days. Stands and blinds may 
not be placed on a WMA more than 14 days before deer archery season and 
must be removed within 14 days after the close of deer archery season.

	 Dogs may not run loose on Blanchard Springs Recreation Area.
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